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Someone said to me recently,“I was feeling a bit down and sorry for myself.
Receiving the church flowers cheered me up and I knew you were thinking of me”.

Thanks to all who provide the flowers and to those who deliver them.

Helen M.

MAR
07 Emma Sillars
14 Sheila Kinniburgh
21 Phyllis Dow
28 Evelyn Hall

APR
04 Easter, Guild
11 Helen Nicol
18 Helen Murray
25 Communion, (Linda)

MAY
02 Mary Auld
09 Teddy Milne
16 Sheila Hendry
23 Christa Markham
30 Aileen Paterson

JUN
06 Elizabeth Thornborn
13 Val Murray
20 Rome Barclay
27 Caroline Cowie

Church FlowersChurch FlowersChurch Flowers
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Letter from the Interim ModeratorLetter from the Interim ModeratorLetter from the Interim Moderator
The Manse of Crathie
Ballater
AB35 5UL
Tel.: 013397 42208

March 2010

He is Risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The other day I received a package in the post. It contained a newly published edi-
tion of a famous meditation on Paul’s message of love to the Corinthian church,
given back in the late 19th Century by Henry Drummond of Stirling. Simply yet
boldly entitledThe Greatest Thing in the World, this meditation was widely read
and quoted in the author’s own lifetime, and having sold upwards of 12 million cop-
ies it remains a devotional classic today. In it, according to the publisher, Drummond
“lays out the foundation of the gospel: that love, of God and one another is our high-
est calling”.

While not a great fan of so-called “great” things, (“Greatest Hits”, “Greatest Mo-
ments”, “Greatest Achievements” etc), I have long been taken with the quiet assur-
ance of Drummond’s superlative title, and do believe that there is “no greater thing”
than the love of God made known to us expressly in the Person and Workof the Lord
Jesus Christ.

It is of course this superlative Love, and this superlative Person, that we as a commu-
nity of faith are called and encouraged to turn our eyes towards in this Season of
Easter. And, sticking with superlatives – has there ever been a greater greeting than
that which we in the community of faith use when we meet together at Easter!

He is Risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

And not just at Easter perhaps.

This most ancient of Christian greetings predates the Easter Festival as weknow it,
and from the earliest times believers used it in everyday as well as in liturgical set-
tings. They used it responsively, whenever they met, as a statementof faith and of
unity. As greetings go, it has a lot going for it. It is short. It is up-beat. It is hopeful.
It is relational.

(Continued on page 4)
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No matter what situation the early church faced, this greeting, pointing as it does to
the greatest truth the world has ever known, would encourage the people of faith. It
still does. By the grace of God, a conscious concentration on the person of Christ,
and on the extraordinary truth that He is risen, can still bring transformation to and
through communities such as the one to which we belong. May it be so foreach of
us and all of us this Easter.

Yours in Him

Kenneth I MacKenzie (Interim Moderator)

P.S.
As you will all know by now, the Presbytery of Kincardine and Deeside resolved at
its last meeting to defer, for three months, giving the linked parishesof Aboyne-
Dinnet and Cromar permission to call a new Minister. The Presbytery also resolved
that between now and its June meeting, time should be taken, by the congregation
and its office-bearers, (including the three additional elders appointed by the Presby-
tery to bolster the Kirk Session), to carefully, prayerfully and creativelyseek ways in
which relationships might be strengthened and communication improved within the
congregation and parish. Let me assure you all of my own commitment to this proc-
ess. Should you have any questions or concerns about this or any other matter,
please do not hesitate to get in touch.

(Continued from page 3)

Pastoral CarePastoral Care

Visiting members of the congregation, sitting and listening and talkingtogether or
giving a kind word of encouragement is a valuable part of ChristianService. We all
enjoy visiting and thank all for their warm welcome.

Helen Murray
Tel. 01339755144
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A Letter From Your Session ClerkA Letter From Your Session ClerkA Letter From Your Session Clerk
I have chosen the topic of reconciliation as the theme of this letter for avery definite
reason. During the information gathering process undertaken byPresbytery represen-
tatives in connection with decisions about when we should be granted permission to
call a minister, certain claims have been made that Aboyne-Dinnet is a broken
church. Whether or not we agree with this assertion, it is undeniablethat certain con-
cerns have been voiced within the congregation in recent years and that a significant
number of members have departed during that time, some of them perhaps for related
reasons. In an effort to reverse such claims and trends, it is surelyvital to address a
perceived requirement for reconciliation within the local church by focusing on the
relevant biblical principles.

A book called ‘The Message of the Sermon on the Mount’, by the Rev. John Stott,
provides most of the comments that I want to share with you and that Ihope you will
agree should be practically useful and spiritually encouraging for us at this time.

!" “Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation” (Romans 5:11).

!" Every Christian is meant to be a peacemaker, both in the community and in the
church.

!" We should never ourselves seek conflict or be responsible for it.
!" We are to strive for peace with all men, and so far as it depends on us, we are to

‘live peaceably with all’
!" Through Christ God was pleased ‘to reconcile to himself all things…making peace

by the blood of his cross’.
!" It is the devil who is a troublemaker; it is God who loves reconciliation and who

now through his children, as formerly through his only begotten Son, is bent on
making peace.

!" The words ‘peace’ and ‘appeasement’ are not synonyms. For thepeace of God is
not peace at any price. He made peace with us at immense cost, even atthe price
of the life-blood of his only Son. We too will find peacemaking a costlyenter-
prise; there is no such thing as cheap peace.

!" When we are ourselves involved in a quarrel, there will either be thepain of
apologising to the person we have injured or the pain of rebuking the person who
has injured us. Sometimes there is the nagging pain of having to refuse to forgive
the guilty party until he repents. Of course a cheap peace can be bought by cheap
forgiveness. But true peace and true forgiveness are costly treasures. God forgives
us only when we repent. Jesus told us to do the same: ‘If your brother sins, rebuke
him, and if he repents, forgive him’. How can we forgive an injury when it is nei-
ther admitted nor regretted?

!" True reconciliation can be degraded into cheap peace. The visible unityof the
church is a proper Christian quest, but only if unity is not soughtat the expense of

(Continued on page 6)
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doctrine. Jesus prayed for the oneness of his people. He also prayed that they
might be kept from evil and in truth. We have no mandate from Christ toseek
unity without purity, purity of both doctrine and conduct.

In conclusion, may I leave you with some biblical references listed in theNIV The-
matic Study Bible, that our friend the Rev. John Andrew has kindly brought to our
attention:

!" The cause of breakdown in relationship is sin.
!" Believers should be reconciled to one another (Matthew 5:23-24) & (Matthew

18:15-17)
!" The death of Jesus Christ should bring believers together in piece (Eph2:14-22)
!" The church should display reconciliation (Col 3:12-15) & (Romans12:18-21) &

(Eph4:32)

Scripture offers reconciliation to restore relationship. It brings the GoodNews for the
healing of broken relationships and does this through the way of love.

In Christ alone……
Lindsay Watt

(Continued from page 5)

AboyneAboyneAboyne---Dinnet Sunday WorshipDinnet Sunday WorshipDinnet Sunday Worship
All Sunday services start at 11:30 hours on Sunday mornings.

Date

04 April

25 Apri

Time

11:30

11:30

Description

Easter Service: “Christ is risen!”

Holy Communion

Alternatively you might want to worship at our linked Church in Tarland where the
morning service starts at 10:00 hours.
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ECOECO--CongregationsCongregations
Eco-Congregation is an ecumenical programme helping churches make the link be-
tween environmental issues and Christian faith, and respond in practical action in the
church, in the lives of individuals, and in the local and global community.

The programme attempts to enthuse and equip churches to weave environmental is-
sues into their life and mission in an enjoyable and stimulating way. They do this
within the three areas of the programme:

!" Grow in faith and understanding
Make the link between environmental issues and Christian faith

!" Put God's house in green order
Take practical action in the church

!" Change lives, change communities
Influence attitudes and take action in the local or global community

There are now 233 churches in Scotland who have completed Module 1,the Church
Check-Up, and are now actively engaged in environmental projects. 78 have gone on
to receive Eco-Congregation Awards in recognition of their work.

The Church of Scotland is concerned that climate change poses a serious and imme-
diate threat to people everywhere, particularly to the poor of the earth; and that cli-
mate change represents a failure in our stewardship of God's creationand accept the
need to reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases urgently to avoid dangerous and
irreversible climate change; and to promote a more equitable and sustainable use of
energy.

Care for creation is at the heart of the Eco-Congregation movement. “The earth is the
Lord’s” declares the psalmist (Psalm24:1). It is God’s creation, not ours to do with as
we please. In the Biblical creation stories God delegates rule over creation tohumans
to “fill the earth and subdue it”. (Genesis 1:26-28) But in doing so God layson hu-
man beings the responsibility for how we manage the earth and every living creature,
in ways consistent with the ways of the Owner, to whom we will have to give ac-
count. This expresses the now familiar notion of stewardship or trusteeship.
(Genesis2:15) We are also called to be partners with the rest of creation and co-
partners in the ongoing creative and renewing activity of God. In caring for what God
has created, we care for ourselves, because in God’s providence and wisdom our
flourishing is dependent on the flourishing of creation. To care for what God has
created is what he entrusts us to do.

(Continued on page 8)
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The Presbytery has therefore put forward an Eco-Congregations initiative. All con-
gregations should aspire to reducing their Carbon Footprint by 5% in the first in-
stance. Aboyne-Dinnet Church Board is presently in the process of calculation the
Church’s footprint.

There are three (3) steps to follow:

STEP ONE: Monitor the energy use
How much energy did our church buildings use in 2009?

STEP TWO: Work out the footprint of Aboyne-Dinnet church buildings
The information from Step 1 needs to be transferred into a carbon calculatortable to
work out the footprint of Aboyne-Dinnet church. Bob Murray and Lindsay Watt are
gathering information for this calculation and are liaising with Maurice Jones of the
Presbytery on the matter of becoming an Eco-Congregation.

Once all the information is at hand and ourcarbon foot print has been calculated we
have to face step three:

STEP THREE: Make a commitment to reduce the calculated total by 5%a year

Can we, as a congregation reduce our carbon footprint by at least 5%this year and
each year in the future through better energy management? Our Church Board will
have to decide if they think we can make this commitment.

In the meantime we can be active in going GREEN at home by making sure that we
save as much energy as possible. Small changes can make a big difference as the
following tip shows:

Over filling the kettle is a big energy waster, as more water means
more energy and more time to boil it.Wasted energy boiling an over-
filled kettle in just one week can power a TV for a full day.

We can also pray that it is not too late and that climate change can be slowed down
and we can join Tearfund in their appeal to pray for

!" The voices of the poorest and most vulnerable countries, hit hardestby cli-
mate change, to be heard.

!" For developed countries to commit to deeper emission cuts and providing
enough climate finance.

(Continued from page 7)
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AboyneAboyneAboyne---Dinnet Church GuildDinnet Church GuildDinnet Church Guild

What does the Lord Require of You?
CALLED TO ACT JUSTLY

During Guild Week in December, we had a visit from the Reverend Ann Cameron.
This was very well attended.

Christmas may seem some time ago but the Bazaar in December was a great success
raising £969.15. This was followed by the Christmas Party where we were enter-
tained by the Cushnie Bell Ringers. Lots of Festive Fun!

Our first meeting this year was to have been a visit from the Reverend David Stew-
art, our Presbytery Moderator. Sadly this had to be cancelled because of bad weather.

In February we had a talk by George Bell, the Area Co-ordinator for Victim Support.
He gave us an informative insight into the work done by him and his colleagues.

The February Coffee Morning raised over £600. Another happy morning.

On March 10th the Guild AGM was held at 7.30pm when we welcomed the Reverend
David Stewart.

The Daffodil Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday 17th April. Adults £2.50 and
Children £1. Do come along and enjoy a morning of friendship and fellowship.

The Annual Supper Rally will be held on May 5th at Ardoe House when the Speaker
will be the Very Reverend Dr. James Simpson. This will be a very interesting eve-
ning.

As you know, the Guild raises quite a lot of money over the year and apart from the
Projects we support, we are delighted to have been able to give our Church two dona-
tions amounting to £1000 in total.

A big Thank You to everyone who supports us.

THE GUILD COMMITTEE
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The 'friendship hour' group meet on thefirst Wednesday of each monthfrom
2.30pm to 3.30pmfrom January to June and September to December.

April 7 th Dental Nursing – Catherine
May 5th Decorate a shopping Bag - Gertrude
June 2nd Aboyne Primary School Children — time to be confirmed.

Our meetings are an informal gathering with a wide range of speakers including
hands on experience. Meetings include a time of reflection and an opportunity to
chat with friends, old and new, over a cup of tea and cake. Anyone wishing more
information or a lift to one of our meetings please contact:

Jessie McKay
Tel.: 013398 87280.

Friendship HourFriendship Hour

And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing;
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;
That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!
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Sunday ServicesSunday ServicesSunday Services

Here are some quotes which have been heard in the past:

I do not go to Church because …
!" On Sundays I am too busy
!" Sunday is the only time in the week when I do not have to do anything
!" I do not like the minister
!" We do not have a minister
!" The music is

- too modern
- too old
- too loud
- not in touch

!" I have to go to work
!" I have to do my shopping
!" All the Church wants is money
!" It is no fun any more
!" It conflicts with my lunch time
!" There is

- too much preaching
- too much teaching
- too much mentioning of sin

!" I do not like long sermons

I go to Church because …
!" I need to charge up my spiritual batteries
!" This hour is precious to me because it gives me peace
!" I love Jesus
!" I love singing
!" I am on duty
!" It is good to meet other Christians
!" I want to hear the Gospel
!" I want to learn more about Jesus
!" I want to learn more about what the Bible teaches
!" We need the spiritual support of sharing our faith with other believers

Editor’s Question: Where do you stand? If you have not been to Aboyne-Dinnet for
a while why don’t you come and see what we are doing. Be a part of it.A warm wel-
come is guaranteed to everyone!
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Season of LentSeason of Lent
Lent is the 40 day period before Easter beginning with Ash Wednesday.There are six
Sundays in Lent.

The meaning of Lent
During Lent Christians may fast, or give up some of their usual routine, to give time
to personal examination and to reflect on their relationship with God.

The season of Lent reminds us of the 40 days Jesus spent fasting and praying in the
desert (Luke 4:1 to 4:15) and the 40 days Moses spent on Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:12
to 24:18).

The origins of Lent
Originally Lent varied in length but from the fourth century onwards 40 days became
standard. It is often associated with a period of fasting and self examination required
of candidates for baptism. To this day Easter is still a traditional time for baptism.

Ash Wednesday
The first day of Lent is called Ash Wednesday and it is traditionally a day when
Christians prepare for the period of fasting and self examinationto come.
Some churches, mainly in Anglican and Catholic traditions, hold Ash Wednesday
services at which churchgoers are marked on the forehead with a cross of ashes as a
sign of repentance and reminder of our mortality.

Cross of ashes on forehead
This practice comes from an ancient biblical tradition of putting on 'sackcloth and
ashes' to show grief and sorrow for past wrongs (Daniel 9:3; Luke 10:13).

The ashes are made from the palm crosses used on Palm Sunday theyear before.

Palm Sunday celebrates Jesus' joyous entry into Jerusalem, so when the crosses used
in the Palm Sunday service are converted to ashes, Christians are reminded that this
joy was followed by the pain and suffering of the cross.

The minister or priest takes the ashes, sometimes mixed with oil, and marks each
participant on the forehead with the sign of the cross. This is a symbolthat through
Christ's death and resurrection, all can be freed from sin.

Source: www.churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/downloads/wpfestivalslent.txt
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Scripture UnionScripture Union
Daily Bible GuidesDaily Bible Guides

Scripture Union publishes a range of Bible Study Guides,
both in print and in electronic formats. “Daily Bread” and
“Encounter with God” are designed for adults and are a
great help interpreting and applying God’s Word to every-
day life. Both have a Bible reading for each day.

“Daily Bread” is easy to understand with practical com-
ments and is also available in large print.

“Encounter with God” is for readers who want a thoughtful
in-depth approach to their daily Bible reading .

A yearly subscription for “Daily Bread” is £14.00 and for
“Encounter with God” it is £15.80.

If you wish to find out more you can log on to
www.scriptureunion.org.uk or telephone Lynne Johnson on
013398 86747.

Lynne Johnson

A big THANK YOU goes to everyone who has made it possible to publish this edi-
tion of our Church magazine:

!" All contributors
!" The Production Team for printing and collating it
!" The Visitors who delivered this issue

You know who you are - your work for Aboyne-Dinnet is of great value!
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Colouring In PageColouring In PageColouring In Page
Jesus' Triumphant entry into Jerusalem on an ass

Matt. 21: 1 - 11
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Jesus' Triumphant entry into Jerusalem on an ass
Matt. 21: 1 - 11

Junior ChurchJunior ChurchJunior Church

A time for our young children to learn about
Scripture and to have fun while learning!

Over the next few weeks Junior Church is going to explore the letters ofJJ..EE..SS..UU..SS..
with the aid of bible stories, music, craft and colouring-in pictures. The programme
is designed in such a way that it is suitable for children of all ages, whowill be made
very welcome and are encouraged to bring along a friend.

Jessie McKay

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs
them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took place to fulfil what was spoken by
the prophet, saying,

“Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and
the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the
road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Ho-
sanna in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up,
saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth
of Galilee.”

The Triumphant EntryThe Triumphant EntryThe Triumphant Entry
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Word SearchWord Search
Who can find

the hidden
words?

!" Resurrection
!" Sabbath
!" Tomb
!" Lightning
!" Guards
!" Crucified
!" Worshipped
!" Jesus

Good Luck!

Y B E R S T B G O R L P U
A O S M N A F T E A S U P
P S H E P H E R D S D N P
O B A R D T O E M Y A T E
B W S N O M L O R D P I A
A B D A G I I O S S P U N
G S T I V E H R B E R J G
H I A E N E L G Y M E N E
E S R V D B O N E E L E N
L E E C L A W S H S I G N
R P M E I N A E C S O L R
P E A C E M T O W I B O G
F O T C D A C T D A W R K
B A B Y R E H H E H E Y L
G P O S T P A R A M S E E
D A V I D T H T Y S D N I

… and here is the solution of
our last word search:

The Resurrection Matthew 28: 1-10
Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magda-
lene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earth-
quake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and cameand rolled back the
stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as
snow. And for fear of him the guardstrembled and became like dead men. But the
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where
he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and
behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told
you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell
his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” Andthey came up
and took hold of his feet and worshippedhim. Then Jesussaid to them, “Do not be
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

M O N D T E H E S T C I P
S A B B A T H B R A R V T
S A L O P T O M B G U T E
C U D R D L E R V I C O O
R A Y R A U B E P S I H T
I R L E P L S M E E F L J
D J E S U S A N O L I I R
G I B U I P M D C C E G E
N W O R S H I P P E D H B
Y T S R S L A W A M B T M
M R H E E G H A R O D N U
H L N C A B U U D Y E I S
C S P T E T A A E T E N E
R H E I F E M H R H U G S
T A S O O R A T T D N A N
H W I N R D T W O R S L S
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AboyneAboyneAboyne---Dinnet WebsiteDinnet WebsiteDinnet Website
Webmaster? What, me? Are you serious? That was my initial reaction to a‘phone
call I received from Rev Douglas Campbell, as he began to prepare to leavefor his
new Ministry in Bo’Ness. “You can do it, just come and have a look” he declared.

Now I must confess, at that point I had never paid much attention to our Church
Website atwww.aboynedinnetchurch.orgso I quickly visited the site to be pleas-
antly surprised and amazed at its wealth of information, and ease of use. I instantly
prayed for the knowledge and understanding to operate and maintain thisfantastic
creation.

On visiting you arrive at theHomepage, where you find where we are situated, our
statement, and web link to the Cromar Church Website, plus some other very inter-
esting Christian links. One being the ESV Bible look up tool, where youcan search
any scripture and listen to it being read!

At the top of theHome page you have several main “tabs” which take you to other
areas of the site, which include:

Diary - here you can find the Church schedule for the month ahead and brief details
of imminent events.

News -here you find links to other sites of Christian interest, you can browseonline
the current Church Magazine and also learn of any important announcements.

Sermons -a wonderful tool where you can listen to past Sermons, very usefulif you
could not make it to Church or just want to listen again to any previous Sermon over
the last six months.

Who We Are -is an area packed with information! You learn of all the groups and
activities within the Church, with more individual links to explain each. It is highly
recommended to view the “history” section. Click on “vault” for a surprising learn-
ing experience!

So, there we have a brief overview., I do hope you enjoy getting familiar and using
the site. I welcome any suggestions that one may have for any additions or improve-
ments, please Email toscott@aboynedinnetchurch.org.uk

Scott Mackie
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II f all the good people were clever,
And all clever people were good,
The world would be nicer than ever
We thought that it possibly could.

BBut somehow 'tis seldom or never
The two hit it off as they should.
The good are so harsh to the clever,
The clever, so rude to the good.

SSo friends, let it be our endeavour
To make each by each understood
For few can be good like the clever,
Or clever, so well as the good.

Good and CleverGood and CleverGood and Clever
Elizabeth Wordsworth [1840 - 1932]

Banners we have enjoyed to look at recently:

The team who made these banners are real artists!

Our Scrap BookOur Scrap BookOur Scrap Book
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Haiti Earthquake AppealHaiti Earthquake AppealHaiti Earthquake Appeal
The churches of St Thomas’, St Margaret’s, Aboyne-Dinnet and Cromar and
the Riverside Fellowship joined together to raise money for the appeal at a
Lenten Coffee Morning on 25-Feb-10 in our Church Hall. Snow as feetdeep
but many stalwart supporters managed through it to enjoy warmth, good fel-
lowship, coffee and home baking! Many generous donations have been re-
ceived and £515 were raised. With the help of Aboyne Rotary a full Shelter
Box which includes a strong family sized tent, water purification equipment
and other essentials is being sent without delay direct to where it is needed.
Grateful thanks to all who gave their support and to our Congregational Board.
Sheila Kinniburgh

For two Sundays Aboyne-Dinnet had an open plate for col-
lections for Haiti and our congregation generously gave £295
in total. Many thanks to all who contributed.
Session

A New Church GroupA New Church GroupA New Church Group

Give it a try!

3rd Wednesday of each month

Meeting for Reflection

and Prayer

In the Church Hall at 3pm

Why
don’t you
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Fund Raising EventsFund Raising EventsFund Raising Events

A number of events had to be cancelled/re-scheduled in January and February 2010.
This was entirely due to the winter conditions from which we are just starting tore-
cover. Spring is just around the corner and we can look forward to theevents this
year.

A table top sale is provisionally booked for 24th April. This
will be confirmed by announcements in the Church and an
article in the Piper.

Helen Murray is currently in discussions with the Dromore
Male Voice Choir to visit us in April. Once we have re-
ceived confirmation, the event date will be announced. It
will be an evening not to be missed - with choral and solo pieces. A donation plate
will be at the door and there will be the opportunity to meet the choir in the hall after
the event.

During the year there will be at least one further musical evening. We would also like
to build on the success of last year’s FAVOURITE HYMNS evening which was en-

joyed by all who attended.

Other events might be a “silent” auction and one or two coffee morn-
ings.

The opportunities are there. Look out for the announcements!

All the above events will be in aid of Aboyne-Dinnet Church funds.

Fund Raising Team
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Gift AidGift AidGift Aid

It is nearly two years since I was given the opportunity to look after the Gift Aid
Scheme. It is not just about filing in forms. Talking to members of the congregation
and others is an opportunity to witness for our Lord Jesus.

On behalf of the Congregational Board I would like to express appreciation if you
have supported the work of the Church by means of the Gift Aid scheme, or for that
matter in any other way.

If you are a taxpayer and you are not using the Gift Aid Scheme for your offerings, I
urge you to consider this now. Every amount brings greater benefit. Please arrange
for a standing order or put your cheque in an envelope for my attention. I will send
you the required documentation. Please call me if you want to talk this over before
you make a decision. The Gift Aid scheme provides total flexibility in our giving and
is less formal than the old covenant scheme which had a seven year duration.

The Bible says:

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7

In the year 2009 the Congregation Fund recovered £5,572 of tax on Gift Aid offering
of £22,289. This is not the number you will see in the Accounts, which included
some arrears from 2008. My forecast for the year 2010 is a recovery of £4,750 of tax
on Gift Aid offerings of £19,000. This is ninety percent of last year. I know I have a
reputation for making things sound worse than they are. I am trying to resist that
inclination and be realistic.

In recent years this has never been as important as it is now. It is not so much “Is
every worshipper giving enough?” as “Are there enough worshippers?”. What can
we do to spread the gospel message? This is our challenge. Let’s praywe meet it.

Ray Markham
Tel: 86562
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New Members
“Anyone who trusts in him will not be put to shame”
By Decision of Aboyne-Dinnet Session
08 Dec 2009 Mr Daniel Danquoh, 12 Huntly Mews, Aboyne

Funeral Services
Jesus said ‘I am the Resurrection and the Life’
10 Dec 2009 Mr A Gordon, 21 Golf Crescent, Aboyne
23 Dec 2009 Dr G Lindsay, Creagan, Rhu-na-haven Rd., Aboyne
29 Dec 2009 Mr R McKay, Craigard Care Home, Ballater
12 Jan 2010 Mrs Elizabeth Sutherland, Ashdale, Huntly Place, Aboyne
15 Jan 2010 Mrs Nancy Abbott, The Oaks, Bellwood Drive, Aboyne
01 Feb 2010 Mr William Webster, 1A Springfield Road, Aberdeen.
04 Feb 2010 Mr Michael Barclay, 18 Kinord Drive, Aboyne
26 Feb 2010 Mrs Marie Keefe, Allachburn, Low Road, Aboyne
04 Mar 2010 Mr Innes Hendry, Cardhu, 7 Charlton Avenue, Aboyne

Congregational RegisterCongregational RegisterCongregational Register

AboyneAboyneAboyne---Dinnet SessionDinnet SessionDinnet Session

Lindsay Watt, Session Clerk 83621

Helen Murray 013397 55144

Hugh Moffat 013397 56308

Ron McKay 87280

Christa Markham 86562

This team have a great sense of responsibility for the spiritual and practical aspects of Church
life. They give their time to go to meetings of Session and theCongregational Board. They
attend other events within the Congregation. Their thoughts and prayers are always for the
benefit and spiritual welfare of every Church member and the community at large. Please do
not hesitate to contact either of them if you want to make suggestions, request a pastoral care
meeting or would like that we include anyone you know in our prayers.
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Please note:

Any articles for the next magazine should be submitted by e-mail to

magazine@aboynedinnetchurch.org.uk

Alternatively you may want to hand your piece of writing to any of the elders.

Please make sure that your contribution is submitted not later than 22-Aug-
2010.
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Contact ListContact ListContact List
Minister Vacant position

Session Clerk Lindsay Watt, The Old School, Lumphanan (83621)

Clerk to the Board Sarah Wright, Burnside Cottage, Birse, (86494)

Treasurer Alan Howat, 50 Raemoir Road, Banchory (01330 823836)

Gift Aid Promoter Ray Markham, 37 Barclay Park, Aboyne (86562)

Pastoral Coordinator Helen Murray, 1 Monaltrie Way, Ballater (013397 55144)

Organist Stanley Ewen, Balanreich, Bridge of Gairn, (013397 55538)

Guild Contact Anne Day, 7 Morven View, Tarland (80187)

Fabric Convener Bob Murray, 1 Monaltrie Way, Ballater (013397 55144)

Finance Convener Catherine Thomson, 27 Bellwood Drive, Aboyne (87389)

Junior Church Jessie McKay, Allachfern, Barclay Park, Aboyne (87280)

Crèche Catherine Thomson, 27 Bellwood Drive, Aboyne (87389)

Child Protection Lindsay Watt, The Old School, Lumphanan (83621)

Sound & Vision Ron McKay, Allachfern, Barclay Park, Aboyne (87280)

Webmaster Scott Mackie, 11 Jubilee Court, Aboyne (85775)

Roll Keeper Sarah McKay, Dun-I, Barclay Park, Aboyne (86736)

Hall Bookings Catherine Thomson, 27 Bellwood Drive, Aboyne (87389)

Friendship Hour Jessie McKay, Allachfern, Barclay Park, Aboyne (87280)

Crossreach Contact Sarah Wright, Burnside Cottage, Birse, (86494)

Christianity Explored Lindsay Watt, The Old School, Lumphanan (83621)

Magazine Editor Christa Markham, 37 Barclay Park, Aboyne (86562)

www.aboynedinnetchurch.org.uk
Aboyne-Dinnet Parish Church, Church of Scotland, Registered ScottishCharity No. SC014112


