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The Manse 
7 May 08 

Dear Friends 
 
With the forthcoming stewardship campaign I was reminded of the story of the 
chicken and the pig. Walking past a church building one day they noticed the 
Sunday morning sermon title posted on the notice board: ôHelping the Poorõ. 
The chicken thought about this and came up with a suggestion. òSay, Brother 
Pig, why donõt we give all the poor people a nice breakfast of bacon and eggs?ó 
The pig thought a moment and replied, òThatõs all right for you to say because 
for you it is only a contribution, but for me, itõs total commitment!ó Itõs a telling 
story with a moral that is plain. Much of the work of the church struggles along 
because so many professing Christians have a ôcontributionõ mentality and so 
few have the mentality of ôtotal commitmentõ. 
  
The difference between these two attitudes results in the occasional gift as 
opposed to ongoing sacrificial giving. It is often seen in our careless use of 
language where someone is labelled as a ôborn-again Christianõ. As there is no 
other kind of Christian (as Jesus explained to Nicodemus) this is unhelpful. 
Likewise to describe someone as a ôcommitted Christianõ is a needless use of 
words. What other kind of Christian can there be? To speak of an ôun-
committed Christianõ is a contradiction in terms. This is what the apostle James 
meant when he wrote faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. (James 2:17) 
  
On making public profession of faith we confess Jesus Christ as both Saviour 
and Lord. Christ demonstrated total commitment to the Father as he died to be 
our Saviour and the Father was pleased to raise Him to life be our Lord. Thus 
He is both Saviour and Lord before Whom one Day every knee will bow. What 
this means is that those who will not call Him Lord cannot have Him as 
Saviour. What is required of us is ôtotal commitmentõ.   
 
Sadly commitment is often viewed negatively as something that limits our 
freedom and prevents us from focussing on our self rather than helping others.  
Indeed some people will only make commitments when the expected outcome 
exceeds what they must sacrifice. But Christ requires His followers to deny 
their self and take up their cross daily (Luke 9:23). When David Livingstone 
was in Africa he received this offer of help:  ôWe would like to send other men 
to you. Have you found a good road into your area yet?õ  Dr. Livingstone sent 
this message in reply: ôIf you have men who will only come if they know there 
is a good road, I donõt want them. I want men who will come if there is no road 
at all.õ 
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 Pastoral Care 
 
We visit members of the congregation in their homes, nursing homes and 
in hospital and we feel humbled by the welcome we receive. 
We ask God to help us to be good listeners and to show us when we 
should speak of Him and how to do it. 
Helen M. 
 

I long to see you. 2 Tim 1:4 
Do your best to come to me quickly. 2 Tim 4:9 
Do your best to get here before winter. 2 Tim 4:21 

 
Is there anyone you should visit today?  How anxious was Paul to see 
Timothy?  He craved the kindness of a real friend, someone who also 
loved the Saviour, to share the burden of loneliness, to care.  On the other 
hand, perhaps Paul knew how this visit would cheer Timothy, ôbeing 
mindful of his tearsõ ( 2 Tim 1:4).  The benefits of visitation are felt as 
much or more by the visitor than the visited.  ð R. M. B. 
 

Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter, 
Feelings lie buried that grace can restore; 

Touched by a loving heart; wakened by kindness,  
Chords that were broken will vibrate once more.  

Fanny J. Crosby 

To return to the chicken and the pig: the church is suffering from a surplus of 
spiritual eggs, donated by those with a ôcontributionõ mentality, meanwhile we 
are short of the spiritual bacon that comes from ôtotal commitmentõ. The 
reason is painfully obvious: no one wants to die, but the Bible asserts that we 
must. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. (Rom 
6:8) This wonderful promise is yours and mine as we re-dedicate ourselves in 
total commitment to Jesus Christ as both Saviour and Lord. 
 
Your grateful minister 
 

   Bmsej_q 
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Quiz Time 
 

 

Hidden in this story are thirty books of the Bible. Four have been 

highlighted. Can you find the other 26? 

 

This is A MOSt reMARKable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an   

aeroplane seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu,   

keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much that he passed   

it on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while   

fishing from his John-boat. Another friend studied it while playing   

his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it   

she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. 

 

Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving   

that she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some   

names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some people   

however will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the   

books are not necessarily capitalised. Truthfully fROM ANSwers we get   

we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see   

some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our   

genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing these books   

in these paragraphs. During a recent fund-raising event which   

features this puzzle the Alpha Delta Phi-Lemonade booth set a new   

sales record. 

 

The local paper, the Chronicle, surveyed over fifty patrons who   

reported that this puzzle was one of the hardest they had ever seen.   

As Daniel Humanan humbly puts it "The books are all here in plain   

view, hidden from sight." Those able to find all of them will hear   

great lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation   

that may help is that books Timothy and Samuel appear without their   

numbers. Also keep in mind that punctuation and spaces in the middle   

are normal. A chipper attitude will help you to compete really well   

against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, that there is   

no need for a mass exodus. There really are thirty books of the Bible   

lurKING Somewhere in these paragraphs waiting to be found. 
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Sit Awhile  
 

If after church you sit awhile, 
Someone will greet you with a smile. 

But if you quickly rise and flee, 
7ÅȭÌÌ ÁÌÌ ÓÅÅÍ ÓÔÉÆÆ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÌÄ ÍÁÙÂÅȢ 

The one beside you in the pew 
Perhaps is just a stranger too. 

All here, like you, have doubts and fears; 
!ÌÌ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓȢ 

In fellowship we bid you meet 
7ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÒÏÕÎÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÅÒÃÙ ÓÅÁÔȢ 

Organ Recital  
Sunday 27th April 2008 

  
The events committeeõs April activity saw Dr Stanley Ewen, our resident 
organist, perform a varied program of Organ music.  Stanley enlightened the 
audience not only with the background to the beautifully played pieces but 
offered a unique insight into the workings of the church organ.  The 
educational experience helped all fully appreciate the complexity and wonder 
of the beautiful instrument and the full range of sound the organ can 
produce.  Dr Glyn Hesketh enhanced the audiences musical experience with 
three beautifully sung songs. 
  
I can only recommend that if Stanley is ever able to repeat an evening of 
organ music that you make a point of attending - you would not be 
disappointed. 
  

Ronnie McKay 
Events Committee Chairman 
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   WHAT TIME:  9.30am  ~  10.30am  

   WHEN:   Sunday mornings  

   WHERE:   ôOur Church Hallõ 

bring along a friend  

you will always be made very welcome  

Junior Church  

Church Flowers 
 
Flowers have a mysterious and subtle 
influence upon our feelings, not unlike 
some strains of music. 
 
They relax tension around us and the gift of 
flowers let those receiving them know that 
we are thinking of them. 
 
Many thanks to all who donate flowers each 
and every Sunday and to those who deliver 
them to members of the congregation. 
 
Helen M. [013397 55144] 


